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with each other. 

 Growing up in Pennsylvania, one of the 

Thanksgiving traditions would be to travel to 

Lewisburg and Hummelstown to spend time 

with both sets of grandparents.  Each setting 

was very different, unique and both of them 

give me different nostalgic feelings. 

We typically would eat Thanksgiving 

dinner at my dadôs parents in Hummelstown.  

One of my favorite things there was being 

able to have so many different cousins and 

second cousins to play with.  Not only would 

my seven aunts and uncles and their spouses 

and children come, but my great-uncle and 

his family would come as well.  We would 

have a blast.  One year, my parents bought 30 

popguns.  They were the red rubber gun with 

the yellow hard plastic ball.  We must have 

run all over that house, yard, and neighbor-

hood that day shooting each other, laughing, 

and playing.  Yes, there were other times 

when the memories are not so great, you all 

have them as well, fights, arguments, hurt 

feelings, some precious item being damaged, 

etc.  Yet, those negative times are less and 

less on the forefront of my mind.  I think it is 

because of our Savior Jesus Christ that we are 

able to forgive, be forgiven, and remember 
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A Note from the Pastor 
 This past year has 

continued to be one of 

transition for the church 

and myself.  This year has 

been busy, joyful, and 

traumatic for us, not only 

have we lost some sig-

nificant members due to 

death or relocation, but 

also we are on our third 

musician, and we have 

two new babies in our 

church.  This has been a 

year of transition, mourning, growth, and new 

life. One of the things we are doing is getting 

together, we have had potluck, weekly coffee 

times, and even a clam bake.  We have had 

the opportunity to enjoy and celebrate each 

other. 

 As you read this, Thanksgiving will be 

a recent memory.  One of the things that I 

really enjoy about Thanksgiving is not so 

much the food and pie, you all know how 

much I love pie, but it is about getting to-

gether as a family and spending time being 



not the bad, but the good. 

On Friday or Saturday, we would typi-

cally go up to Lewisburg and spend Thanks-

giving with my momôs mom.  She lived next 

to two of her children and we would have a 

great time being together.  I think one of my 

favorite memories is her homemade bread.  

We would typically go from house to house 

and spend time playing, visiting, and eating 

with each of the family members.  My Uncle 

Bill and Aunt Donnaôs house was one of my 

favorite to visit.  Aunt Donna would always 

have candy and some freshly baked item 

ready for us.  Another great memory, was 

when my Uncle Dale and Aunt Pat had their 

bakery and we would visit them.  I loved get-

ting their day old donuts and taking them 

home.  I learned that if you microwave them 

for about 10 ï 15 seconds they almost tasted 

as good as they did fresh.  I do not remember 

many if any negative experiences visiting that 

side of the family.  It seemed that everyone 

was happy to be together.  I do remember 

how much the family enjoyed playing games 

from Risk and Monopoly to Canasta and 

Yahtzee.  I think there is something to the 

simple celebration and joy that we offer to 

God when we get together and enjoy each 

other. 

Due to the distance, I have not had 

much opportunity to get back to either side of 

the family.  However, this Thanksgiving, we 

are going to my parents and my brothers and 

their wives and children are going to be there.  

We will have a great turkey meal, visit, play 

games like Mexican Train Dominos, and have 

a fun time.  My prayer for you during this 

holiday season, both Thanksgiving and 

Christmas is that you find that simple joy and 

celebration to offer God as you gather with 

the church, and with your family. 

God Bless, 

Pastor Pete 

From the  
Mary/Martha Circle  

Attention All Members of First 

Baptist Church of Painesville  
 
Two of our new mission projects are collecting La-

bels for Education for the Neighborhood Ministry of 

Campbell, Ohio, and collecting Box Tops for Edu-

cation for the Hopi Mission School in Kykotomovi, 

Arizona.  These are both part of our ABC National 

Missions.  There will be full page handouts of quali-

fying products in the west coatroom along with a per-

manent collection bag in which to deposit your items.  

Please look over all product packaging before dis-

posal, to make sure you donôt miss a label or box top. 

 

Labels for Education not only honors labels from 

Campbellôs soups and juices, but many other prod-

ucts, such as Pepperidge Farms, Swanson, Spaghetti 

Oôs Prego, ad lids from V-8 juices.  When in doubt 

what to save, save the entire item - we will keep the 

appropriate portion. 

 

Box Tops for Education are on many products, such 

as Betty Crocker, General Mill cereals, Yoplait yo-

gurt, Nature Valley, Hefty, Huggies, Ziploc, Depends 

and Poise, Avery office supplies, and many more!  

Each box top is worth 10 cents, unless otherwise 

noted.  That is worth money for the purchase of any-

thing the school needs.  They recently purchased two 

vans!  Howôs that for ñfoundò money! 

 

We would appreciate the support and participation of 

our entire congregation!  Be a good steward of Godôs 

money.  Help us recycle in the best way possible.  

Check every box or package for Box Tops for Edu-

cation and Labels for Education.  In this economy - 

every cent counts!  Make sure your money does dou-

ble duty:  turn in your labels and box tops!! 

 

       

 Thank you! 

       

  Elaine Hurt, Project Coordinator 

                       Mary/Martha Circle 

 

SEE INSERT FOR DETAILED LIST OF  

QUALIFYING PRODUCTS 
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From Your  
Missions Ministry  

CALLING ALL  

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS 
 Often, not always, but often, when we think 

of missions we think of international missions - 

sending someone "out there". But, our own country 

is one of the largest mission fields in the world. Our 

denomination supports a number of Christian Cen-

ters across our country. Some serve inner city areas; 

some Native American reservations; and others, 

similarly depressed areas. We are provided with a 

wonderful resource, The National and International 

Service Projects Handbook. It is a place where ABC 

missionaries   can   request   those  items  which  can 

best serve their needs. 

 For a while now, I have been wanting the 

Mission Team to sponsor a "hands on" mission pro-

ject where we give not so much our money, but of 

our time and talents. The Christian Center in Ana-

darko, Oklahoma has a need for baby blankets. Do 

you sit around in the evening watching TV with idle 

hands? Put those hands to work and create some-

thing beautiful for a new life. We will work on this 

project through December and January and then col-

lect all and send them off to Oklahoma in early Feb-

ruary. A box will be placed in the coat room on the 

west side of the narthex to receive your creations. 

Sherrill Kuntz 

Mission Team Leader 

From Your  
Property Ministry  

 Murphyôs Law in Laymanôs term is defined 

as ñAnything that can go wrong will go wrong.ò  We 

all have heard this and probably experienced it in 

our lives.  It is a term that I believe the scientific 

community utilizes to illustrate that everything in 

this physical world eventually breaks down or mal-

functions.  Light bulbs burn out, boiler cores rust 

and need replaced, gas stoves break down, tractors 

need repairing and so on.  Godôs grace, however, 

supersedes this secular idea.  With the congrega-

tionôs help, we have been able to repair and maintain 

the church building with great ease; but the task is a 

constant one.  As always, I want to personally thank 

every single person in the church who has helped in 

maintaining the church property.  To give you spe-

cific updatesðour boiler has been repaired for the 

winter season; the stove has been repaired, as parts 

were in need of replacing; Norm and Fred have win-

terized the gas well for the cold seasonða very busy 

fall, indeed.  If you are currently looking for a team 

at the church in which to get involved and you like 

to work with your hands, please feel free to get in 

touch with me.  I feel honored that the Lord has let 

me participate on this team with great people who all 

share a common love in Jesus Christ.  With His 

grace, we are able to overcome lifeôs challenges and 

the occasional mechanical malfunctions, and is that 

ever a lesson that is wonderful to fully understand 

and take to heart!  God bless you all from the Prop-

erty Ministry team. 

Donald R. Franklin 

 

 

PLAN TO ATTEND  

THE BUSINESS MEETING  

ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 

13, IMMEDIATELY FOL-

LOWING THE WORSHIP 

SERVICE TO APPROVE 

THE BUDGET. 



Hosanna Circle  
 Sixteen ladies met at Jacquie Wolfôs home.  

Everyone shared an inspirational reading.  Elaine 

had devotions on a book from ñTea Time with Godò 

and read Corinthians 1:9.  She also talked about mis-

sionaries to other countries. Our good friend, Kathy 

Kohler came back to join us.  The Eyeglass ministry 

has begun again.  Ted Quick has agreed to collect 

and send the items to Haiti.  The next meeting is No-

vember 2 at Beverly Keyseô home at 7:15 p.m.  

 

All Church  
Christmas Caroling to 

Shut -ins  
 We will have lunch together on Sunday, De-

cember 20 immediately following the worship ser-

vice and leave at 12:30 to go Caroling.  This is a 

wonderful ministry to our homebound members and 

friends of which YOU can be a 

part!  Mark your calendar to 

participate in the festivities of 

the season as you give a little 

bit of yourself to those who are 

limited in how much they are 

able to celebrate Christmas.  

Share the Joy...Joy...Joy! 

 

Lost and Found  
 A box for lost and found items is located on 

the coat rack at the east end of the hallway by the 

Kindergarten room.  If you have found anything, 

please place it in the box.  Also you may check the 

box for items you have lost.  If you do place any-

thing on the office desk, please label it.  Thank you 

for your help! 

 

*****************************************************************  

Missionary of the Month  
       

Read all about our Missionary of the month,  

Cathy Holmes, 

 in your December Sunday  

worship bulletins. 

December  
Service Schedules  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Nursery  
Crib Room (10:00 a.m.)       Toddler Room (10:00 

a.m.)                               

12/6 Joyce Ballard  Dennis Ballard 

12/13 Gwen Bishop  Arlene Silbaugh 

12/20 Lucy Crum  Amy Vadnal 

12/27 Connie Sell  John Goertz 

 

Junior Church/Library  
Leader  Helper 

12/6 Sandy Namestnik Joy Reilly 

12/13 Kristie Fredebaugh Alison Reilly 

12/20 Carol Pepin  Caylee Samples 

12/27 Lyn Samples  Sandy Namestnik 

 
Hospitality Volunteers  

 Greeters  Welcome Center 
12/6 Lucy Wise &       John Goertz 

 Mae Williams 

12/13 Joyce & Dennis Carol Pepin & 

 Ballard   Lindy Leathers 

12/20 Phyllis Keto &   Janet Neil  &  

 Betty Swails    Joyce Ballard  

12/27 Russel Samples &    Janet Neil 

 Anna Samples 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 
 ´I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me; in-
deed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it.µ  Philippians 4:10 
 Paul, in prison, had received a love gift from the church at Philippi.  The gift lightened his 
load and gave him hope. 
 Do you know why the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering is so important?  The 
offering distributes Thank you checks (average check $258.69) each year to 3,238 retired ministers, 
their widowed spouses and missionaries.  It also provides emergency and financial assistance based 
on needs that arise. 
 The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering gives American Baptists the opportunity 
to say thank you for your ministry to us as you served our congregations.  Our pastors were here 
for us when sorrow or sickness struck our families day or night.  They cared for us in times of diffi-
culty or stress.  Pastors and their wives shared in our joys of baptisms, births, weddings, and adop-
tions.  Through the years First Baptist has had many ministers make a difference in our lives.  
Does your gift make a difference? 
 Our retired minister and missionaries are struggling with medical needs, home repairs and 
financial matters just as we are.  Let³s say ´Thank Youµ for sharing God³s word and caring for our 
needs.   
 Please join me as we REMEMBER WITH LOVE GIVE WITH GRATITUDE to those 
who have dedicated their lives to Christian ministry.  Our goal is $1000.  We will receive contribu-
tions through the month of December and dedicate our offering December 27, 2009. 
 Yes, your gift makes a difference! 
       
          Sincerely, 

 
         Mary Ann Richner  
         Missions Committee 

 



        All Church  
        Christmas Party    

All are invited to the Golfway Pines Com-

munity Center, 448 Sandtrap Circle, 

Painesville, Ohio on December 19 at 5:00 

p.m. for the annual church Christmas 

party, hosted by Dennis and Joyce Bal-

lard.  Sign up  in the narthex to bring a 

dish to  share.  Donôt miss this festive 

time  of good food, fellowship, and music!  

 

       Christmas  
       Caroling  

Everyone is invited to bring a bagged 

lunch and eat together immediately fol-

lowing the worship service on December 

20; then leave at 12:30 p.m. to visit home-

bound members and friends of the church, 

sing carols, and present them with our 

Christmas cards and fruit plate. 

 

Christmas Cards  
for the Homebound   

If you wish to send a personal Christmas 

greeting to our  ñhomebound,ò you can 

place your card in the Christmas card box 

in the foyer.  The cards will be delivered 

during the Christmas caroling on Decem-

ber 20th. 

 

        Happy Birthday  
Jesus Party  

December 19, 2009, 12:00 noon to 3:00 

p.m.at First Baptist Church 

Ages 2 years to 12 years  - all children & 

grandchildren of members and friends of 

First Baptist Church.   

There will be a ñhotdogò lunch, games, 

craft, puppet show and a visit with Santa.  

Please mark your calendar!! 

 

   The Advent Wreath   
The Advent Wreath is a traditional sym-

bol used in our Advent Worship.  Its 

round shape symbolizes Godôs never-

ending love.  Families of our church light 

the Advent candles. 

The Mitten Tree  
Hosanna Circle will sponsor our Mit-

ten Tree again this year.  Everyone is 

invited to bring mittens, gloves, warm 

hats, scarves, socks, etc. to decorate 

the tree, located in the narthex. The 

gifts will then be given to Project 

Hope Aftercare, Salvation Army, and 

Hope Chest.  
 

Christmas Chalk Talk  
Bob and Jacquie Wolf will once again 

present the story of Christmas using 

chalks, music and narration on Sunday, 

December 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanc-

tuary.  All are invited for refreshments 

in the Fellowship Hall following the 

presentation.   
 

Christmas Eve  
Every Christmas Eve the congregation 

fills the church to sing carols and to cele-

brate the birth of Christ by lighting can-

dles.  The Christmas Eve worship begins 

at 7:00 p. m.   
 

Christmas Music  
Throughout the Advent/Christmas season, 

our church choir will present choral selec-

tions for your inspiration.  We invite you to 

the Lordôs house to worship Him at 10:30 

a.m. each Sunday.  Plan to attend ñThe 

Messiahò which will be presented at Mor-

ley Music Hall at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, 

November 29.  Some of our members will 

be participating.   
 

Christmas Offering  
Our special Christmas Offering will go to 

our ñRetired Ministers & Missionaries 

Offering,ò which is collected during the 

month of December and the Christmas 

Eve service. 
 

Poinsettias   
Poinsettias will emblazon our sanctuary 

again this Christmas.  If you would like 

to give a Poinsettia; complete an order 

form, which is located on a table in the 

narthex, in the worship bulletin, and 

this newsletter.  

 



 JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS...  

 Giant Eagle Gift Cards!  
 

FIRSTébuy Giant Eagle gift cards from First Baptist.  We have $10, $25, 

$50, $100, and $200 gift cards.  Purchase them during the week in the of-

fice or see Sarah McCurdy on Sunday mornings.  

 
  NEXTéSpend them at Giant Eagle to purchase gift cards from your favor-

 ite retailersé  

 

  
or grocerieséor you may purchase gasoline with them.     

 

 
When you buy gift cards or groceries you will earn fuel perks! (Donõt forget to show the clerk 

your Giant Eagle Advantage card.) When you spend $50 at Giant Eagle on items you are going 

to spend money on anyway, you get 10 cents a gallon off of your Giant Eagle gasoline purchase!  

This is a benefit to you but it also benefits First Baptist because we earn 5% of the total we 

sell!  It is a winéwin deal!  

 
**********************************************************************************************************  

 

Poinsettias 
On Sunday mornings through December 6th, the Flower Committee under the Spiritual Life Ministry Team 

will be accepting your money for Poinsettias, to adorn the sanctuary this Christmas season.  The red Poinset-

tias have 4-5 blooms and are in a 6 1/2 inch pot.  The cost is $5.50 per plant.  Complete the form below and 

give it along with payment to any of  the  following  committee  members:    Dolores Engle,  Janet Neil,  Sally 

Pribicevic,  Connie Sell, or JoAnne Setliff.    
  

How many: 

 _______ Plant(s) @ $5.50each 

  

In memory of___________________________________________ 

  

Given by_______________________________________________ 

  

In honor of_____________________________________________ 

  

Given by_______________________________________________ 

  
All orders must be in by December 6, 2009.  If paying by check, make payable to First Baptist Church. 


