
A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR  
ñApril showers 

bring May flow-

ersò is a little 

rhyme I learned 

in kindergarten.  

It comes from a 

poet, Thomas Tusser.  He wrote in 1557: 

Sweet April showers 

Do spring May flowers. 

This short poem was made into the 

rhyme that I learned in kindergarten, I am 

sure you did too. 

 

This poem has a lesson for us.  In un-

pleasant times remember that good will come.  

James teaches us a similar lesson in chapter 

1:2-4.  ñMy brothers and sisters, whenever 

you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing 

but joy, because you know that the testing of 

your faith produces endurance; and let endur-

ance have its full effect, so that you may be 

mature and complete, lacking in nothing.ò 

 

How can we change our view of what 

is going on in our life and consider the prob-
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lem, trial, or heartache joy?  I think it has to 

do with what we set our minds upon.  If we 

set our minds upon Jesus, then in the words 

of the hymn ñthe things of earth will grow 

strangely dimò and we will have a Christ-

centered view on what is happening to us. 

 

Jesus gives us some promises that can 

help us during bad times and trials.  First, he 

promises to never leave us.  Second, he prom-

ises never to give us more than we can han-

dle.  Third, he promises that he will complete 

the work he started in us . . . and that work is 

redeeming us today into his image.  James re-

minds us that these trials help make us mature 

in Christ. 

 

So, what is 

the problem?  The 

problem stems 

from us.  If we are 

honest, we want 

God to not allow 

trials in our lives, 

and we want other 

people never to hurt us.  So, when we lose  



A NOTE (CONT.) 
our job, or a friend lets us down, or even 

worse someone be-

trays us we not only 

have a hard time for-

giving that person, 

but we get angry 

with God.  We do not 

count the bad gossip 

about us as joy.  We do not count the blown 

tire as joy.  We do not count the lost job as 

joy.  We allow our troubles to distract us and 

drown out Godôs still small voice that is try-

ing to make us mature and complete in him. 

 

In conclusion, I challenge you to iden-

tify the things in your life that you have not 

let go of.  It could be something someone 

said, or did to hurt you.  It could be an unfair 

treatment by a loved one, or teacher.  It could 

be something done to someone you care 

about and took on their offense.  Whatever is 

keeping you from growing and becoming ma-

ture in Christ, you need to release it to God 

and allow God to work it out for good.  The 

way we become mature in Christ is through 

the tough road of trials.  I think that is why 

Jesus warned us that if we follow him, we 

will be treated as bad or worse than he was 

treated.  However, I say ñPRAISE GODò!  

God is giving us another opportunity to be-

come mature in him. 

 

God Bless, 

 

Pastor Pete 

Baby Bottle Boomerang  
 Once again this 

year, First Baptist will 

be collecting donations 

for Hannahôs Home 

through their fund raiser 

ñBaby Bottle Boomer-

ang.ò  Baby bottles will 

be available in the nar-

thex  beginning 

Motherôs Day, May 9.   

Take a bottle home and 

fill it with coins, dollars, or a check to 

help Hannahôs Home in providing help, 

hope, and housing to young, single, 

pregnant women in our area.  Bring the 

bottle back, filled with your contribu-

tion, on Fatherôs Day, June 20th.  Thank 

you, in advance, for your generosity!! 

 

 

 

 

MAY SERMONS 
 

2 - Guest Speaker ñIgor Bagirovò - Sharing 

the Gospel with Jews and Muslims 

 

9 - ñMotherôs Dayò  ñHow Sheôs Madeò 

 

16 - ñSupercharged 

Friendshipò 

 

23 - ñHoly Spirit 

Powerò 

 

30 - ñWhat is a Cove-

nant?ò 
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Missionaries of the Month  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Read all about our Missionaries of the month,  

Kihomi Ngwemi and Nzunga Mabudiga, in your 

May Sunday worship bulletins. 

 

All In the Family  
 Thank you for your continued 

prayers for the following folks, who were 

hospitalized in April:  Janet Hankey, 

Elaine Hurt, Michael Katz, Peggy Ryan, 

Fred Sell, Clarence Stockdale, and Floyd West. 

Green Lake Conference 
Center News   

 Thanks to a generous donor, the Christian 

Writing Center's living room was redecorated with 

new carpet, artwork and furniture. This follows the 

complete renovation of the second floor last year. 

The house accommodates 20 people and is great for 

family reunions or groups attending a conference. 

View pictures on our Web site: Christian Writing 

Center. 

 

2010 Spring Getaway Specials: Take advantage of 

as much as 45% off regular rates in hotels Mother's 

Day Weekend (May 7-9, 2010) and Memorial Day 

Weekend (May 28-31, 2010). Build family memories 

in the beautiful setting of Green Lake as you climb 

Judson Tower, bike, hike and 

golf together. 

 

Enriched Christian Marriage Workshops, May 14

-16 and September 24-26, 2010, focus on developing 

healthy relationship skills for couples who desire to 

refresh, renew and restore their marriage. It is also 

for couples experiencing marital distress and/or need-

ing help in communication, problem solving, and 

skills for reconnecting to each other. Led by David 

and Phyllis Howie. 

Letõs Go Camping 
Hiking, swimming, sômores, 

singing around the bonfire - 

sounds like fun to me and 

hopefully to YOU!  The 2010 

Summer schedule for Camp 

Koinonia has arrived and there 

are great camping experiences 

just waiting for YOU.  Cost of 

the individual camps vary.  

However, the church will 

award $100 scholarships for 

those attending from our 

church.  For the one night First 

Timers Camp the scholarship will be $50.  There is a 

discount of $20 if the registration form is in by May 

24th.  If anyone is unable to pay the balance, assis-

tance is available.  If anyone wants to sponsor a 

child/youth, that would be welcome also. 

 The camps available are:  Lifeguard Camp, 

Special Personôs Camp, Elementary Camp, Sr. High 

Camp, Jr. High Camp, Sr. High Extreme Camp, Jr./

Sr. High Bible ñNô Saddle Camp, Paintball Camp, 

Elementary Bible óNô Saddle Camp, Primary Camp 

and First Timers Camp.  For dates, cost, registration 

forms and descriptions of  these camps you can go 

online at christiancampohio.org and click on Camp 

Koinonia or stop by the church office or see me 

(Carol Pepin). 

 Camp Koinonia is waiting for YOU and YOU 

and YOU to come experience all the fantastic adven-

tures the camp has to offer. 

Carol Pepin, Children and Youth 

http://glcc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0838480dc5d339ee85abc2612&id=9147c7ce02&e=6010ca0973
http://glcc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0838480dc5d339ee85abc2612&id=9147c7ce02&e=6010ca0973
http://glcc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0838480dc5d339ee85abc2612&id=29d3788687&e=6010ca0973
http://glcc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0838480dc5d339ee85abc2612&id=d51c520379&e=6010ca0973


From Your  
Adult Ministry Team  

 Do you know about God or do you know 

God?  The Library Class seeks to deepen their un-

derstanding and acquaintance with God through 

study, sharing and memorizing Godôs Word.  Our 

ability to apprehend, retain and memorize can ac-

company us through out life. However we some-

times find as adults it takes a little more work.  At 

times the class laughs at our missteps and scrambled 

words and then together we celebrate each new verse 

filed in our memory. 

 Presently we are learning to trust the Lord 

more and fear less.  It is a Max Lucado video and 

small group study that addresses some of our great-

est fears. 

 The Lord asked ñWhy are you fearful O ye 

of little faithñ?  Imagine your life without anxiety.  

The six week study covers the following: 

 Why are We Afraid? 

 Fear of Not Mattering 

 Fear of Disappointing God 

 Fear of Lifeôs Final Moments 

 Fear of Global Calamity 

 Fear of God Getting Out of My Box 

 We invite you to come and join us on Sunday 

morning at 9 a.m.  This series concludes May 30th.  

Come for one or all sessions. 

Maxine Austen 

 

From Your Property Team  
 The property team is looking for volunteers 

to take care of the flower beds around the church.  

Individual creativity s encouraged, as well as green 

thumb skills.  Feel free to contact me if youôre inter-

ested.  It is also bee season at First Baptist Church of 

Painesville, so if anyone sees a nest, please let me 

know or call the office and we will take care of it.  I 

would like to thank each and everyone of you who 

helped with the duplex over the past two months.  

We accomplished the impossible and we should be 

proud.  I am honored to be at a church that has mem-

bers who at the drop of a hat will help out without 

question.  To me this is an amazing blessing.  As 

always the property team is looking for members.  If 

youôre not on a team yet, we would love to have 

you. 

Donald R. Franklin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you for  
Supporting STEP/IDP  

Thailand  
For several years now, we at First Baptist, Paines-

ville, have been sponsoring students from the refugee 

camps located along the Burma/Thailand border to 

attend school for a year. Just $31.20 will provide one 

student with lodging and food for that entire year. It 

is important to note that cost has not changed since 

the program began. The new school year begins each 

year in May.   Education is bringing hope to thou-

sands of homeless young people! 

 

Could you, this year, see your way clear to sponsor 

one student at the nominal cost of $31.20? If you 

canôt handle the entire cost, any donation at all will 

help. That donation would be combined with others 

to make the total for a yearôs support for a deserving 

young person. If you find that you can help, mark 

your envelope with STEP/IDP THAILAND on the 

mission line along with the amount of your support.  

For the past several years approximately 17,000 

Karen immigrants have come to America. 

 

As you know, we now have a number of Karen com-

munities throughout the United States, the closest to 

us being in Talmadge, OH, just outside Akron. How-

ever, the refugee camps are as crowded as ever, the 

need there just as great. God Bless You if you find it 

in your heart to help.   

 

Thank you for your dedicated mission giving! 

 

Sherrill Kuntz 

Mission Chairperson 

 

Hosanna Circle  
 Twelve ladies met at the church for the Ho-

sanna Circle meeting in April.  The Easter Egg Hunt 

was a success.  All agreed to go to Josieôs Restaurant 

for our banquet on June 7, at 6:30 p.m.  Jeannine Bar-

stow  presented devotions about changes weôve had 

in our lives over the yearðThe Way It Was, the Way 

it is.  Jacquie Wolf closed with this quote:  I am not 

afraid of tomorrow for Iôve seen yesterday and I love 

today.  All ladies are welcome to join us every first 

Monday from October to June. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Summer  
Sunday School News  

 Do the ñlazy days of summerò still exist?  

Regardless of our level of activity, green grass, 

budding trees and warm breezes lift our spirits. 

 Schedules for many families are days of 

vacation and a shift in routines.  During  June, 

July and August we will not be holding our 

regular Sunday school Classes.  Church will con-

tinue weekly at 10:00 a.m. 

 Watch for the beginning of a new look to 

Sunday school starting on September 5th. 

 We encourage you to join the pastor in the 

Pavilion on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. dur-

ing the summer (June, July, and August) for family 

cookouts and small group sharing that will 

strengthen your walk with Christ.  More details to 

follow. 

 Enjoy your summer and hopefully a change 

of pace will refresh you and present unique oppor-

tunities for all of us to become more deeply ac-

quainted with Christ. 

  Carol Pepin and Maxine Austen 

members and contributions due to death and severe 

illness and several members have left our Church. 

Their contribution, both in service and in dollars, 

had been large. As a result, giving for current ex-

penses for the first four months has averaged about 

$2,900 a month less than budgeted. 

 Second, we had seven unusual expenses, 

each over $500. Just four examples: 

water heater -- $3,400; duplex repairs -- $2,965 (so 

far); boiler motor -- $1,300; computer -- $834. 

 While unusual and large expenses probably 

wonôt continue to occur, the loss of people in the 

congregation has had the greatest impact and is per-

manent. Hopefully, and with Godôs grace, there will 

be others in the future who choose our Church as 

their place to worship our Lord. But until that occurs 

our financial situation will continue to be poor. We 

cannot continue as we have for very long. 

 The Ministry Team leaders and the Pastor are 

trying to save dollars everywhere possible without 

hurting our programming. They will continue to 

eliminate waste every way possible. Still, additional 

giving is essential. 

 Obviously, every contribution is important, 

but those who already are fortunate enough and will-

ing to be large givers are the ones who should con-

sider increasing the level of their giving substan-

tially. A $24,000 shortfall (which will grow in May 

and beyond principally because of the permanent 

loss of membership) cannot be overcome by every-

one contributing a little more. Some will have to 

contribute a lot more -- $1,000 or more each during 

2010. 

 Make no mistake, this is a serious situation 

and a very unusual request. Our financial reserves 

are dwindling. We all would hate to see our doors 

closed and all the good things we have been accom-

plishing go to waste. Therefore, we ask that you pray 

about our Churchôs financial condition and your role 

in alleviating the large monthly shortfall. We need a 

much higher level of giving, particularly from those 

who already give the most, in order for our Church 

to continue its ministry to the congregation and the 

community. 

Yours in Christ, 

Finance Ministry Team 

 

(As an aside, the financial report has been posted 

monthly by the Treasurer on the bulletin board out-

side the office. Specific questions should be asked of 

our Treasurer, Lyle Pepin.) 

                   

A Praise and a Request  
 Our congregation has been faithful for the 

past several years in supporting the various minis-

tries of our Church. In fact, this continues today. 

Many are finding inspiration in ministries which 

take place at times other than on Sunday mornings. 

For example, over 25 people participate in Wednes-

day evening Bible study and prayer service. And, 10 

or more seek our Lordôs guidance and give Him 

praise on Friday mornings at the Church. New addi-

tions to our Church family are finding ways to serve. 

These are encouraging acts of faith. 

 However, contributions to support our minis-

tries have decreased a great deal this year. In the past 

several years we have been just about ñbreaking 

evenò, i.e. contributions have equaled costs. You are 

to be commended for supporting the cost side of our 

Church. 

 This year has been different so far ï and by a 

large amount. In the first four months our expenses 

have exceeded our contributions by about $24,000. 

Weôve had to sell investments to finance the deficit. 

Obviously, this is a long way from ñbreaking evenò. 

 This shortfall is very large because of two 

factors. First, and most significant, we have lost  





Our theme for 2010 is "20/20 Vision" Based on Proverb 29:18 - "If people can't see what God is doing, they stum-

ble all over themselves; But when they attend to what he reveals, they are most blessed."  Below you will find de-

scriptions, dates, pricing, and directors for all the summer camps available this year.  See ya this summer! Forms 

available at: www.christiancampohio.org 

Lifeguard Camp 

Begin Date:    6/9/2010 End Date:    6/11/2010  

Age Group:    15+/Sophomore+  

Director:    Lori Brookes & Laura Haskins - Directors  

Description:    Deep water, deep faith. Get both at camp 

this summer. Come and join the excitement as you work 

to attain your American Red Cross Lifeguard Pool Cer-

tificate. (Participants must successfully complete all 

skills to receive certification.)  

Price:    265.00  

 

  Special Persons' Camp 

Begin Date:    6/12/2010 End Date:    6/15/2010  

Age Group:    Adults  

Director:    Adrian Loomis - Director  

Description:    An exciting, fun loving camp, for those 

who are mildly mentally handicapped. Come and enjoy 

the creation God has given us!  

Price:    195.00  

 

  Elementary Camp 

Begin Date:    6/20/2010 End Date:    6/26/2010  

Age Group:    Grades 3 - 5  

Director:    Sara Platine (Director) and Kevin Snyder 

(Assistant Director)  

Description:    This camp is specifically designed to 

build friendships while encouraging spiritual growth. 

Each age group will acquire learning during chapel and 

enjoy a busy, wonderful time of fun, fellowship, and 

growing in the Lord. Spend the week with friends...Sing 

in the Chapel, hike in the creek, play games, slurp 

slushies, work together, play together, and grow in Jesus 

together!  

Price:    245.00  

 

  Sr. High Camp 

Begin Date:    6/27/2010 End Date:    7/3/2010  

Age Group:    Grades 9 - 12  

Director:    Denny McDonald & Jeff Hyatt - Directors  

Description:    Live music, great activities, and an unfor-

gettable staff create an atmosphere that allows campers 

to build on their faith in Christ Jesus. If you are in 

the 9th - 12th grade come and get a taste of the 

Christian Life with its exciting challenges, life les-

sons, cool events, and a roof raising chapel ser-

vice! Come and enjoy Christ with friends old and 

new, as you build on the growing reality that is 

your "life with Christ."  

Price:    250.00  

 

  Jr. High Camp 

Begin Date:    7/4/2010 End Date:    7/10/2010  

Age Group:    Grades 6 - 8  

Director:    Dan Camick & Rob White - Directors  

Description:    Designed for campers in 6th - 8th 

grades, you'll never know what's next! Expect an 

intense time throughout the week. Bring your en-

ergy, laughter, and all of your friends for a jam-

packed experience with a loving staff. Learn about 

yourself, others, and Christ to help you succeed in 

the day to day of life.  

Price:    250.00  

 

  Sr. High Extreme Camp 

Begin Date:    7/11/2010 End Date:    7/17/2010  

Age Group:    Grades 9 - 12  

Director:    Jon & Laura Haskins - Directors  

Description:    Extreme: "going to great or exag-

gerated lengths, or existing in a very high degree." 

This camp is designed for those that want to live 

life to the extreme, and want to walk their Chris-

tian walk to the extreme. Experience God in ways 

you never imagined you could at camp, from go-

ing in the mud and scum, and other extreme ac-

tivities, to the daily dares, challenges 30 or more 

feet off the ground, plus so much more, it won't all 

fit. Become part of an Extreme Community in 

Christ at the Senior High Extreme Camp.  

Price:    250.00  
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  Jr./Sr. High Bible 'N' Saddle Camp 

Begin Date:    7/11/2010 End Date:    7/17/2010  

Age Group:    Grades 7 - 12  

Director:    Lori Brookes - Director  

Description:    If you love horses, then you are going 

to love this session! Geared for campers in 7th - 

12th grade, the experience is unforgettable! Five 

days of riding lessons, trail riding, and exposure to 

all three equestrian categories (ground work, bare-

back lead, & saddle riding). Meet Jesus at camp and 

get to know him better through Bible study, chapel, 

and teachings concerning the Christian life. Don't 

miss out on the fun!  

Price:    365.00  

  Paintball Camp 

Begin Date:    7/18/2010 End Date:    7/23/2010  

Age Group:    Grades 7 - 12  

Director:    Terri Genre - Director  

Description:    This camp is designed for Christian 

youth to bring friends to an event that is exciting 

and evangelistic. If you like to play or know some-

one who does, come and play a few rounds of cap-

ture the flag, elimination, and team building. These 

are among the game formats we will be using. Safe 

supervised paintball games will be used to spark dis-

cussions and teachings concerning the Christian life. 

Campers will also have time to swim, go boating, 

and enjoy campfires. (Those registered by June 1st, 

for paintball camp 09, will receive a free thermal 

paintball mask.)  

Price:    320.00  

  Elementary Bible 'N' Saddle Camp 

Begin Date:    7/25/2010 End Date:    7/29/2010  

Age Group:    Grades 4 - 6  

Director:    Lyn Goodge - Director  

Description:    If you are in 4th - 6th grade, come to 

camp and spend four days doing hands on learning 

about horses! Learn how to lead them, what they 

eat, how to saddle them, and take a daily rid-

ing lesson! Experience one of God's beautiful 

creations, and grow to know him better 

through Bible study, chapel, and campfire.  

Price:    340.00  

  Primary Camp 

Begin Date:    7/28/2010 End Date:    

7/31/2010  

Age Group:    Grades 1 - 2  

Director:    Cheryl Terry - Director  

Description:    A first time solo camp experi-

ence created to allow children, 1st - 2nd grad-

ers, to grow and enjoy the outdoors as they 

learn about Christ. They have dreamed of this 

for years and now it's time to be a "real 

camper!" For their first time solo trip the ses-

sion is shorter than our regular camp sessions, 

but we haven't shortened any of the fun or 

learning!  

Price:    170.00  

  First Timers Camp #1 

Begin Date:    7/30/2010 End Date:    

7/31/2010  

Age Group:    Children Grades K - 1  

Director:    Rachel Garwood & Meagan 

Brookes  

Description:    These camps are designed for 

children grades K-1. A short session, just over 

night, packed full of camp fun. It's a way to 

experience Jesus at camp with your child. So, 

come on Mom, Dad, or other guardian and 

bring your little one to camp. Start them off 

learning about the outdoors and making 

memories with Jesus. Both adult and child 

need separate registration forms. (One accom-

panying adult per child is included in the price 

listed for these sessions.)  

Price:    95.00  




