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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Thank God for His Blessings 

 

Each year as Thanksgiving draws near, we start to think about God`s blessings. The con-

cept of blessings has been widespread in our culture for many years. When someone 

sneezes, we say, “Bless you.” Traditionally when a man wants to marry a woman, he goes 

to her father to ask for his blessings. And many people still ask God to bless their food be-

fore a meal.  

 

But in our current culture such a topic can be considered offensive to some people. What a 

contrast this response is compared to those of us who know the Lord. We can think of nothing greater than to 

have the blessing and favor of God rest on us. The book of Psalms is a collection of the ancient worship songs 

of Israel. They are filled with thanksgiving for the Lord`s blessing.  

 

One of the least known ones is Psalm 67, yet it contains some of the greatest blessings which we as believers 

enjoy every day. First, God`s blessing gives us His grace. We generally think of blessings in terms of people, 

possessions, or positions. For instance when we gather around the table at Thanksgiving, many of us verbalize 

our gratitude for our family and friends, for the material provisions and possessions, or for jobs or positions 

He`s given us which allow us to provide for our families.  

 

As wonderful as all those things are, the psalmist points out an even greater blessing---God Himself. In Psalm 

67:1 “May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face shine on us.” It signifies His acceptance, 

love, and favor toward us, and that is a wonderful place to be.  

 

Second, God`s blessing gives us guidance. “May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the people 

with equity and guide the nations of the earth.” (vs 4, NIV). God is not only Lord over all the earth and all the 

people; He is actually guiding the nations. And although it may not be apparent, He is using every nation, gov-

ernment, and ruler to move the flow of history to where He ultimately wants it to go. We need to keep this is in 

mind because it will guard our hearts from fear and anxiety. 
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Hosanna Circle  
   On November 2, 2020, seven circle 

   sisters met, wearing masks and sit-

   ting in proper distanced chairs. 

 

Songs were sung and scriptures, poems, or 

Thanksgiving thoughts/readings were shared. 

 

Family members and friends were kept in prayer 

for healing/comfort and encouragement. 

 

Several items were brought in for the pantry. 

 

December will be here before we know it.  So we 

made plans to decorate the church which includes 

the narthex tree, Chrismon Tree, manger scenes, 

etc.  This will be done Saturday, November 28 at 

9:00 a.m.  We invite anyone who would like to 

help to come. 

 

Hosanna is hopefully expecting to meet at the 

church on Monday, December 7 at 6:30 p.m. for 

our annual Christmas meal, which will be from 

Bob Evans this year.  Sisters are to bring their own 

beverage and a Christmas reading. 

 

Four sisters volunteered and are ready to prepare a 

meal for Project Hope to be delivered Thursday, 

December 31, 2020. 

 

In closing, from 1 Thessalonians 5:18: 

“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 

Jacquie Wolf 

(Continued from first page.) 

 

Third, God`s blessing gives us gladness. “The land 

yields its harvest; God, our God blesses us” (vs 6 

NIV). Most scholars believe this psalm is a harvest 

song that was sung as the people brought in the 

crops. In an agrarian society, the most visible sign of 

God`s goodness was the harvest because it was the 

difference between plenty and poverty, surviving 

and thriving, life and death. 

 

This should make us all realize that everything we 

have is from God. Because of His good blessings, 

we have the essentials of life, and that is the reason 

to be glad. Fourth, God`s blessings give Him glory. 

“May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the 

earth will fear Him” (vs 7 NIV). Ultimately, every 

blessing is not just for our good, but is primarily for 

God`s glory. His desire is that all the earth will real-

ize that every blessing comes from Him and that He 

is worthy of all honor and worship.  

 

The Lord`s purpose for graciously blessing us with 

spiritual riches and other good gifts is not so that we 

can marvel at how blessed we are, but so we will 

realize how wonderful He is and give Him the glory. 

His lavish grace should inspire us to share with oth-

ers His greatest blessing of all---te gospel of salva-

tion through Jesus Christ so others can experience 

God`s amazing grace. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving, 

Pastor Edwards 

Psalm 91: 5, 6, 9, 10, 11 NLT 
5Do not be afraid of the terrors of the night,  

nor the arrow that flies in the day. 
6Do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness,  

nor the disaster that strikes at midday. 
9If you make the LORD your refuge,  

if you make the Most High your shelter, 
10no evil will conquer you;  

no plague will come near your home. 
11For he will order his angels  

to protect you wherever you go. 

 

“I ask our church family to address this health care 

crisis with a spirit of faith, courage, compassion, 

 

Hosanna 

Circle 

There are always extra monthly newsletters located 

on a table in the foyer.  Please feel free to take some 

to share with your neighbors or friends. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregants have always looked forward to coming together to worship in the house of the Lord. 

During these unprecedented times, this type of fellowship has been disrupted and pastors have 

stepped up to provide creative and inventive online alternatives. They have also been called to offer 

greater outreach to congregations and communities in need of hope, promise and support. On be-

half of American Baptist Churches USA, the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering ( R MMO )  

is a personal offering rooted in thanks for the immeasurable ways ministers and missionaries con-

tinue to guide members of the church toward faithful and committed discipleship.  

 

This year, to honor this tradition and acknowledge the current circumstances, we chose Hope for To-

day, Hope for Tomorrow as our theme. This theme encompasses the true strength and dedication of 

ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses who have devoted 15 years or more to ABCUSA.  

 

Christians facing uncertainty and difficult situations today can take comfort in the text from Jeremiah 

29:11-13 which states, 11 “ For I know the plans I have for you, ”  declares the LORD, “ plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me 

and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek 

me with all your heart.”   

 

Through your generosity in 2019, RMMO provided Thank You checks to more than 3,432 eligible 

recipients. Our goal for the 2020 national RMMO campaign is to reach $1.2 million.  

 

Honoring those who have walked and prayed with you over the years gives us everlasting Hope for 

Today, Hope for Tomorrow.  

 

Rev. Dr. Perry Hopper Associate Executive Director MMBB Financial Services 

 
 

 

 

2020 Retired Ministers  

& Missionaries Offering 

FBCP will be collecting the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) 
during the month of December.  Please give as you are able.  







Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

 

 
6:30 p..m. Bible 

Study/ Prayer Meet-
ing  

3 4 5 

62nd Sunday in 

Advent 
9:00 a.m. Bible Blast, 

ABF & Youth* 

10:00 a.m.. Praise 

Practice 

10:30 a..m. Worship, 

Communion 

 7:00 p.m. Kensington 

Sunday (AA) *  

7 

 

 
6:30 p.m. Hosanna 

Circle Christmas 
Dinner  

8 

 

 

 
7:00 p.m. North 

Coast Historical * 

Recovery* 

9 

 

 
6:30 p..m. Bible 

Study/ Prayer Meet-
ing  

10 
10:00 a.m. Mary/

Martha  Prayer Cir-

cle 

11 12 

133rd Sunday in 

Advent 
9:00 a.m. Bible Blast, 

ABF & Youth* 

10:00 a.m.. Praise 

Practice 

10:30 a..m. Worship 

  

7:00 p.m. Kensington 

Sunday (AA)  *  

14 15 16 

 

 
6:30 p..m. Bible 

Study/ Prayer Meet-
ing  

17 18 

 

 
“Link” Reports Due 

19 

204th Sunday in 

Advent 
9:00 a.m. Bible Blast, 

ABF & Youth* 

10:00 a.m.. Praise 

Practice 

10:30 a..m. Worship 

  

7:00 p.m. Kensington 

Sunday (AA)*  

21 22 23 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 
6:30 p..m. Bible 

Study/ Prayer Meet-
ing  

24 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Christmas 

Eve 

 

25 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Merry 

Christmas!  

 

26 

27 
9:00 a.m. Bible Blast, 

ABF & Youth* 

10:00 a.m.. Praise 

Practice 

10:30 a..m. Worship 

7:00 p.m. Kensington 

Sunday (AA)*   

28 29 30 

 

 
6:30 p..m. Bible 

Study/ Prayer Meet-
ing  

31 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

New Year’s 

Eve 

  

December 2020 

*Cancelled until further notice. 



December Birthdays 
Judy Whipple    1 

Arlene Silbaugh    2 

Anna Samples    9  

Norm Alber     29 

June Barnes     31 

    

No December  
Anniversaries 

If you are not included in our birthday and/

or anniversary lists and would like to be, 

please call the office at 440-354-4454. 

Worship Service  
Scripture Readers 

 

 

December 6                       Ingrid Balstad 

December 13                        Jacquie Wolf 

December 20                             Bob Wolf 

December 27                 Sandy Namestnik

  

ADVENT TRADITIONS AT  FIRST BAPTIST 2020 

 

We invite you to the Lord’s house to worship Him with Carols of Christmas at 

10:30 a.m. each Sunday in December.   
 

The Advent Wreath:  The Advent Wreath is a traditional symbol used in our Advent Worship.  

Its round shape symbolizes God’s never-ending love.  This year, members of our church fam-

ily will light the Advent candles during the Advent worship services.  
 

Poinsettias:  We are grateful for the beautiful Poinsettias which have been purchased by our 

congregation in memory or honor of a loved one and will emblazon our sanctuary this Christ-

mas season. 
   

Christmas Cards for the Homebound:  Due to the pandemic, this year FBCP will not be 

caroling to the homebound.  If you would like to include our homebound members and 

friends for your Christmas card mailing, you may pick up the list of names and addresses, 

which will be on a table in the foyer. 
 

Christmas Offering:  Our special Christmas Offering will go to our “Retired Ministers & 

Missionaries Offering,” which is collected during the month of December.  Giving Enve-

lopes are located on a table in the foyer. 
 

  The Sharing Tree (Mitten Tree) 

Hosanna Circle will sponsor our Mitten Tree again this year.  Everyone is invited to bring 

new mittens, gloves, warm hats, scarves, socks, etc. to decorate the tree, located in the foyer. 

Other suggested winter needs: new or slightly used towels, blankets, bedding, dishes, small 

kitchen and household items,  seasonal  clothes  in  all  sizes  including  coats,  sweatpants, 

and hoodies.  Any item(s) you can donate will be much appreciated.  Monetary donations will 

also be accepted.   This year, hats and gloves will go to Extended Housing and the rest to 

Hope Chest. 
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Weekly & Monthly Events & Meetings 
Bible Blast, Youth & ABF - Sundays, 9:00 a.m. * 

Praise Practice - Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Worship - Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 

Communion - First Sunday of each month, 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

1st Baptist Singers - 3rd Sunday of each month, 12:30 p.m. * 

Hosanna Circle - First Monday of each month, 7:00 p.m. (October, November, February, March, 

April and May); 6:30 p.m. - (December & June)  

Bible Study/Prayer Meeting - Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.  

Mary/Martha Prayer Circle - 2nd Thursday, 10:00 a.m. 

“Link” Reports Due - 18th of each month 
 

*Cancelled until further notice. 


